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QWIER Congregational Church Scciety
DATE CF ERECTION 1833
ARCHITECT Unknown
BUILDER Unknewn
PRESENT CCuoITICH Building in excellent condition, Chirmney

NUMBER OF STORIES

NATERIAT. OF COU-
STRUCTION

OTHPR BE IS0

RECCRES

at rear not original., Present zlate roof

not original, however, it is believed that
it was originally shingled, because shin-
gles now appear beneath the slate. The

(claphoari-

rear wall of bullding is wood,
cd).

One

Fountation Stone
Floors Wood

Exterior VWalls EBrick and Wood

Steeple Wood
Roof slate
Steps Stone
Pulpit ifood

Interior Walls Lath & Plaster, and

Wainscoting.
%e could not leaym of any other records of
this builaing. The information used in this
history wes secured from 2 booklet entitled,

"HISTORY SKETCE, COUGREGATIONAL CHURCH,
GRAPTON, VERMOHTY,.



Page 2
DESCRIPTIVE DATA | %W{#ﬁf

! -

It is cifficult now to write any satisfactory history of this
church. The records are scanty and the early ones chiefly re-
late to what are ncw unimvortent snd wninteresting matiers.
Poges cre filled ad nauseam with reports of the discinline of
members., One would think from resding them that the rule of
ecclesiostical (iscipline in the eighteenth chanter of Matthew
was thq most ovligatory of all the commandments. There is,
however, one inftercsting fect suggested by these reports - that
is, thal no memver of the church appears to have been disciplined
because of infidelity to a creed, a fact which may reflect a |
double credit upon the church, first, that it was essily or-
thodoxz, and, second, that purity of life was considered nmore

important then acceptance of a creed.

Yo permanent settlemsnt wes made in this ftowm until 1780, and
it was five years later when, the 20th day of June, 1785, this
churcﬁ wes organized as the "Chureh of Christ in Tomlinson,”
Thet was the charter name of the town, but the people disliked
the name and had it changed at an early day to Grafton. I Hav
heord Captain Caled Hall, & son of the first minister, say thet
the new name was bid off at an suction held on the Common for
a mug of toddy to each attendent, and that another bid for

two mugs of today was mede by a man who was in & condition that

ade him an irresponsible bidder. ‘Yhen sgked what name he would

choose, he replied, "I would name her Bezelborus",

Then there is no record for three years, except of o few baptisus

by neighboring ministers., The next was dJuly 15, 1788, when
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the Rev. William Hsll, of Salem, W, H., was unanimously chosecn
as pastor. The town united in the call, the church and town
jointly eppointed the 5th day of the following Wovember for

nis ordination. There were six ministers with delegates in the
couﬁcil, representing churches in YNew Hampshire, llassachusetts
and Vermont. The public exercises were held in David Stickney's
barn, which stood on land now owned by VWilliam Dompiér, east of
the highway between Mr. Dompier’s and Ir. Leonard Parks, whers
other services of the church were held before a meeting house

wags built.

The church from the first had to contend with fthe habit of in-
temperance, which was well-nigh universal. The ministers drank
with the 1aymeh and had liquor at thelr meetings with each other.
I have the impression of heearing or reading that this cuétom
prevailed until 1834, when the Windhem County Association abol-
ighed it at their mecting held thet year in Marlboro, It is nct
surprising, therefbre, to note that one of the first meetings

of the church was for the discipline of a charter member over-

taken by strong drink.

But t0 return tc the record. In 1790 James Ross and Villiam
Stickney were chosen deacons, and it was voted to have four
comrunicn seasons each year, There is no mention of 2 meeting
house in the records, but Thompson's Gazetteer says that one
was built in 1792. It stood on the common, the moot-hill of
Grafton, in the center of the town. 1 have the impressiocn that

this, the first meeting house, had no stceple, and that some
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years later & porch, entrance hall and steeple were added to it .
and the inside of the house refinished, giving it quite 2 molern
appearance. It wes a fine building for the time and place,

hanésomer outside and in than cither of the village churches.

In 1799 by-laws were adonted which in substance are still in force.
About this time a few memberswithdrew to unite with the Baptist
Church in Chester, which then extended its svhere of influence
over the interests of the denominastion in scveral adjoining towns
where no church was organized. Therc is a minute to show that |
after these withdrawals the church had 57 members, 20 males and

37 femalez. In 1806 Thaddeus Taylor was chosen deacon to succeed
Deacon Ross, an office which he magnified and adorned for many
vears. The record of 1807 shews a membership of 45, and three
vears later there were 49, which is the last report before the

close of Mr. Hall's Pastorate ir 1814,

T ]

For twenty~two years IHr. Egll ministered to this chureh and to

the tovm a2lso, it misht be seid, as there was no ¢ther church

or minister here wntil lete in his cettlement.

The 17th of February, 1832, Hr. Arms having removed tov Windham
the chureh chose Tescon Taylor c¢lerk. That year the church
receiveld Z0 nesbers, some of whom were among the mest helpful

it has ever had. Among them were Capt. Barrett and wife, Hathan

WVnesler and wife « the merchants of Grafton, whose wives were

o

gisters and Eorace Taylor end wife; and that ysar the Rev. Koges

~
T
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ngtalled, lMr. ATms

e

g
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2, Bradford, 1its grestest minister, w
1 o ]

nlinued his wministry 3 5 s
continued his wministry in Windhem seversl years and then retired
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to & Tarm in Springfield, wherc he died at & good o0ld age, re-

spceeted by all whe knew him.

A Ssecond importént evert in the pastorate of llr. Bradifordi was

the removel of the church to the village. This wes & result

¢f changes 1in the town which could nct be prevented. The

buildéing of the river road between the villsge and the Fettengill
bridge diverted travel from the hill road and the o0ld meetirg
hougse wag sidetracked. It was used for towm neeting come twenty
years longer, but that was because there was no place for helding
them in the %illage. The middle town store was closecl end nething
was left but the farms and besides a few small dwellings which

were goon vacated and torn dovwn.

The removal of the church was violently opposed by people living
in the northwest part of the town, and a few ncver got over it.
At first a compromise site for a new meeting house was considered
and ground broken for it on the ferm of Mr. Dwinell. Dut this
was socn abandoned, for it was plein thet the leocaticn would
satis Ty neither party. The inevitable conclusion at last was
reached, and a new soclety was orpanized in 1833 to build a
rmeeting housc in the village and suppoert preaching there. Cant,
John RBarrett Subscribed 32000 for buillding the brick meeting
houge, which I have undersitocod was about half the cost. And

here it is not improper to scy that Capt. Barrett continued to be
a liberal supporter of the churck as long a3 he lived, paying one
fourth of the minister's salary, and after he died members of hié

family feollowed his worthy example.
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In the latter part of Ir., Bradford's ministry a large number of
the church and socicty went West, It would be interecting to
know how nmeny. I remember that when my faether was re~elected

Sabbath school superintendent one year he called attention to

the loss the school hed suffered fror this csuse.

The Rev, Sterlhien Berton filled an interim of nearly s yesar very
acceptadbly and then the Rev. Rufus ZEmerson came in May, 1863,
ané remained until Januery, 186Y. During his minigbry dy-laws,
an elaborate creed and church covenant were adopted and printed
in pamphlet form., At that time the whole membership was 111,

resident 83, non-resident 28.

Through contributions which seem slmost inspired, we novw have.
a valuable property Tor so small a town, & good meeting house,
& chapel and parsonape buildings, 2ll in good repair and 11
paid for. In addition to its reel property the scciety has
endowment funds, 811 but one of them given by former nembers
of the Church.

The information used in this history was sccured from a book-
let entitled, "History Sketch, Congregational Church, Grafton,
Vermont”. It was written by 8. B. Pettengill of Grafton a
early supporter of the church, It was printed by the letcalf

Printing & Publishing Co., Inc., Morthampton, lass., in 1929.

Avrproved by OK)LW\M{ . il

Digtrict OTficer.




